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Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me at the outset congratulate you on the organization of this important event on a controversial issue like Aggression, I believe that through dialogue and negotiations the international community will be able to reach a consolidated definition of the crime of Aggression and its eventual inclusion as a core crime of the ICC Rome Statute.

As you know, I was supposed to conclude this conference, but other engagements did not allow me to be with you. When Professor Politi and my friends of No Peace Without Justice asked me to participate I accepted with enthusiasm, for a number of reasons, in fact, my concrete involvement in the process of the creation of the permanent Court, dates back to the early 1990s, when as secretary of the Transnational Radical Party, together with a small group of friends we launched the first international appeals for the funding of the 2 ad hoc Tribunals and the eventual establishment of the ICC. In 1994, I was mandated by the Italian Government to offer to host a UN Diplomatic Conference for the adoption of the draft statute of the Court. After that first concrete successful event, I remained fully involved and committed as European Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid in the whole process that led us to that extraordinary night of 17 July 1998, when 163 member states of the United Nations voted to adopt the Rome Statute. 

The adoption of the Rome Statute was only a phase of the coming into being of the Court, a long process that now has as its main objective the 60 needed ratifications for the entry into force of the Statute. To achieve all this, several activities have been launched and many people both in their individual and official capacities have participated to maintain the momentum generated at Rome. Thanks to the work of the civil society, of NGOs like No Peace Without Justice and the members of the NGO coalition for an ICC, which have believed that working together with governments was the right thing to do in this context and on this issue, we have now reached the incredibly important objective of 32 ratifications.

The presence of eminent experts and government representatives at this meeting on aggression demonstrates that this new type of diplomacy in which different actors are actively making their contributions still remain the most successful way to go about the issue of the entry into being of the ICC. I believe that the leadership role played by the University of Trento and my friend Mauro Politi will be instrumental in expediting a fruitful outcome of the debate on the issue of Aggression

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Having not been able to participate in the discussion I will refrain from touching the subject of this meeting, let only state that I believe that the international community should capitalize on exercises like this to foster the definition of the crime of aggression for its eventual inclusion in the jurisdiction of the Court as mandated by the Statute, and in so doing negotiators should do their utmost to keep their process as transparent as possible. I comment the organizers for having allowed, virtually the whole world, to follow the debate through the internet, something that I know NPWJ has done in the past and I hope will continue doing, an example of glasnost that I believe in the long-run will prove its effectiveness. 

If on the one hand I believe that discussions on the crime of aggression should go on as expeditiously as possible, on the other I hope that some of the concerns expressed by some countries will not hinder their prompt ratification of the Rome Statute and delay the entry into force of the Court. The assembly of the States parties could also provide another forum, in addition to the preparatory commission and/or the 6th committee to continue the negotiations on the definition of the crime of aggression.

In conclusion, I look forward to receive the proceedings of this event to know more about the different proposals and hope that under the leadership of Mauro Politi aggression will remain a central point of the new Italian Government in the future negotiations on the ICC. 

Thank you very much
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